
John C Kimball High School 2013-2014
               Film Studies                Office Hours: Before in F7 and after school in N8
               Course Syllabus            Email: jweiss@tusd.net    
                                                  Website: http://msweissclassatkimball.weebly.com/

         http://filmnotes.weebly.com                       
               Instructor: Ms. Weiss

Course Description:
This course studies the history, art, theory, and techniques of the film medium. We will learn the 
precursor's to the film medium, the history behind all of the technology related to film, vocabulary 
necessary to understand and write about film, and watch some of the greatest films of all time. This 
year we will be starting a website akin to Sparknotes but for film which should be very exciting. You 
will be expected to write content for the website for homework close to once per month. We will also 
be learning about different genres, modes, and styles with an emphasis on narrative film, but also on 
documentary, avant-garde, musicals, and much more.

Conduct Requirements:
1. Arrive on time and start on the opener immediately.
2. Be respectful towards everyone in class (listen, don't distract especially during films, don't

interrupt, don't argue, follow directions, be kind, etc.)
3. Respect your classmates’ right to learn and your teacher’s right to teach
4. Respect the property of the school and of others 
5. Take care of all equipment. The student is responsible for lost, stolen or broken items.  
6. Follow all school rules including dress code, lanyards, cell phone usage or confiscation will

occur, gum chewing, eating/drinking, etc.

Possible Consequences (each behavior may have different consequences):
1. Verbal warning 
2. Talking with me during or after class to reach solution or further consequence
3. Call home
4. Referral and/or Parent/teacher/student conference

Tardy Policy:  ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. After a first warning, you will start making up 
time outside of class.

Cheating Policy:
Please don’t!  When you present someone else’s work as your own you are cheating.  If you cheat, you 
will receive a zero for that assignment, and a call home will be necessary.

Late/Make-up Work Policy:
Late work will only be accepted if there is an excused absence or accepted for half-credit when present.
You must make arrangements to gather work ahead of time and turn in all work the day after you 
return. If you are suspended (or truant) from school, any work to be made-up while you were 
suspended will not be accepted or graded. You must rent the movie we watch during the day you were 
absent and do a write-up to get credit.

Homework Policy: Homework will be given out at regular intervals but not weekly. Preparation for



being a discussion leader will be required. Occasional writing and projects will also be given out with 
time to complete. Please refer to Board Policy 6154 that can be found in the (KHS handbook). 

Grading Policy: Grades will be weighted as follows:
Website Content/Contributions  30%
Essays/Written Work/Film Notes       25%
Projects                         25%
Classwork/Participation/Quizzes  10%
Final/Tests             10%
Letter grades will be awarded based on the following:

 89.5 – 100% A
 79.5 – 89.49% B
 69.5 – 79.49% C
 59.5 – 69.49% D
  0     – 59.49% F

TA Expectations (if applicable): TAs are expected to assist teacher and students with anything 
needed and are to follow all school and class rules. 

Materials Recommended:
Notebook
Lined Paper
Binder
Pen and/or pencil
Highlighters

Films: The list of films shown in class may vary, but if any are rated above a G, parental permission 
will be required. Most of the films shown in class are NR (not rated) either because they pre-date the 
rating system, are foreign, or for some other reason. All of the films are pre-screened to ensure that 
there is no excessive violence, language, or sexuality.  This list may be adapted if necessary.

Hugo (PG) The Birth of a Nation/Intolerance       Battleship Potemkin/Man 
with a Movie Camera The Cabinet of Dr. Caligary          Our Hospitality   
Sunrise             The Artist (PG-13) The Jazz Singer    
Singin' in the Rain             Nosferatu the Vampyre (1979)  M                       
Le Million    Carefree My Favorite Wife        
Wuthering Heights       Citizen Kane (PG)             Mildred Pierce               
Bicycle Thieves Vertigo                   400 Blows               
Awaara/Om Shanti Om    Wild Strawberries              The Shootist (PG) 
Purple Rose of Cairo (PG) Big Fish (PG-13)        Serenity (PG-13)              
Wall-E (G)

I agree with the guidelines above and am okay with my son or daughter watching these films as part of 
their educational experience in the film studies course. 
Student Name: _______________________ ________________________    Period _______________
                          Print   Sign
Parent Name:  _______________________ ________________________    Date: ________________
                          Print   Sign


