Questions to Promote Student Response to Literature

( Where and when does the story take place?  How do you know?  What would happen to the story if the setting changed?  Give examples.

( What incident / problem / situation does the author use to get the story started?
( Trace the main events of the story. Could you change the order or leave any out? Should something be added? Why?

( Did the story end the way you expected it to? Were there clues the author provided to prepare you for the ending? What were some of those clues?
( Who is the main character of the story? Describe that persons character traits, include examples from the book.
( Think of a different ending for the story. How would the rest of the story have to be changed to fit the new ending? 

( Who is the teller of the story? How would the story change if someone else told the story?

( What helped change the attitude of the main character?
( Does the story create a certain mood or feeling? What is the mood? How is it created?

( Did you have strong feelings as you read the story? What did the author do to make you feel strongly?
( How did the main character solve the problem? Give specific information from the story.

( Think about the characters in the story. Are any of them the same type of character that you have met in other stories? (curious, funny, adventurous) Describe why, with examples from each book.  

( Some characters have small parts but play a big role. Name such a character. Why is this character necessary for the story?

( What part of the story is most important? Why? (or most important in the last section that you read)
( What does the author want the reader to think or believe? 

( Are people with different, creative ideas presented as admirable or weird or threatening?

( What values are presented in this book that we might use in our lives?  

Are there some values we shouldn’t use?

( How might the story be changed if the main character was of a different culture or ethnicity? Why?

( What are some examples of ways you might treat others differently because of this text? 

( If you were a character in the book…

· who would you be? 
· at what point would you enter the story? 

· what would you do to change what was happening?

( What are 3 questions you would have for the author about this book?

( Why does the author include this paragraph? (does it describe, explain, compare, define _______?)

( In this story the word ______ means ……….

( Compare two characters from the story. How are they similar / different?

( What could be another title for this story? Why? –prove it would be good using the text
( What might the main character be doing (1 month, 1 yr., 5 yrs.) from now?
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